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God is Almighty

Throughout the Old Testament, the phrase “Yahweh (LORD) Almighty” appears
many times. Sometimes, the word Almighty comes from the Hebrew “tsabaot”
meaning “hosts” and sometimes it comes from “shaddai” meaning “self-
sufficient” or “capable.” In each case, it refers to God’s authority and his ability
to accomplish things. As we defined it on Sunday:

God can do anything he wants to do.

What do you think about that statement?

What does God want to do?
Read Isaiah 14:24-32. What did God plan to do?

What does it say to you that God would plan to destroy some nations to
bring refuge to afflicted people?

Nehemiah 9 is a chapter that follows a massive celebration of the Israelite
nation. They have come back to the promised land from Babylon where they
were in exile, the temple has been completed, the Jerusalem wall is finished, and
now, they are re-establishing the worship of God at the temple with a massive
festival. Chapter 9 describes the conclusion of that festival by summarizing all
the ways God has used his power on behalf of his people.

Read Nehemiah 9:1-37. How did God use his power?

What does it say to you that God would use his unending power to give
life to his people and sustain them even despite their sin?

God uses his unending power to give and sustain life.

Take it Home
Read Nehemiah 9:38 and 10:28-39. How did the people respond?

Finish this sentence: If I really believed God would take care of me, I
would be more willing to ...
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